
HEARING THE SILENCE: !
The Complexities of Documenting Diversity 

in LGBTQ Archives !



•  “…collects, preserves, and interprets the history 
of GLBT people and the communities that 
support them.” !

•  includes historical archives and research 
center, as well as a museum !



GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Previous Names: !

•  San Francisco Bay Area Gay and 
Lesbian Historical Society!

•  Gay and Lesbian Historical Society of 
Northern California !

•  Est. in 1985!



COLLECTIONS INCLUDE:
•  840 collections of personal papers, 

photographs, audiovisual recordings, 
and organizational records

•  over 5,000 periodical titles
•  70 linear feet of ephemera
•  500 oral histories
•  historical textiles, fine and graphic 

arts, and artifacts

SUBJECTS INCLUDE:
•  Activism
•  Politics & Legislation
•  Events (such as parades, fundraisers, 

and contests)
•  Sports & Leisure

Sampling of buttons from the GLBT Historical Society 
button collection!

ARCHIVES!



Gay and Lesbian Pulp Address Books collection (#1999-08)!

San Francisco LGBT Groups Ephemera!



Robert Pruzan collection (#1998-36)!

Robert Pruzan collection (#1998-36)!
Personal collection of Lani Ka’ahumanu!



LGB GLBT LGBTLGBT+LGBTQLGBTQILGBTQIAQUILTBAGLGBTTQQIAAPLGBTQQIP2SAA



DOCUMENTING
DISCRIMINATION

Gay and Lesbian Pulp Address Books collection (#1999-08)! J. D. Wade photographs (#1996-43)!



DOCUMENTING
TRAUMA

Hank Wilson papers (#1996-02) ! San Francisco LGBT General Subjects Ephemera Collection!



OUTREACH



PARTNERSHIPS!

“…to increase the accessibility of transgender history by 
providing an online hub for digitized historical materials, 
born-digital materials, and information on archival 
holdings throughout the world”!

www.digitaltransgenderarchive.net



COLLECTION 
DEVELOPMENT!

“The GLBT Historical Society focuses its collections on gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender and queer life in the wider 
San Francisco Bay area and Northern California. Currently, 
we are seeking accessions to fill particular gaps in our 
holdings. We seek materials documenting LGBT life prior to 
the 1970s, as well as LGBT people of color, lesbian and 
bisexual women of all social/cultural backgrounds, LGBT 
working class communities, and bisexual and transgender 
people.” !
-GLBT Historical Society collection policy !



San Francisco Women's Building records (#1996-15)!Sandy Holmes collection of Bay Area Black !
Lesbians and Gays (BABLAG) records (#2014-14)!



Contact Information 
!

Joanna Black
Managing Archivist

GLBT Historical Society
415-777-5455 ext.3

joanna@glbthistory.org
Robert Pruzan collection (#1998-36)!



GOLDEN STATE MUTUAL  
DESTINATION: RECREATION 
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‣  Questions? Contact us at: 
‣  Kelly Besser - 

kellybesser@library.ucla.edu 
‣  Shani Miller - 

smiller@library.ucla.edu 

STRIKE…AND THAT’S GAME! 


