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Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California (MWD) Facts

Founded in 1928 by a group of 13 cities

26 member agencies 

Supplies one third to one half of drinking water 

for 19 million people 

37 member Board of Directors

Responsible for construction, maintenance, and 

operation of the Colorado River Aqueduct (CRA)

Covers 5,200 square mile area within 6 counties

Supports So Cal’s one trillion dollar economy



Getting Started - William Mulholland & 
W.B. Mathews

1923 Exploration



Pre-History – L A City Surveys



Plank Road 1926 Survey Work



Topo Survey  Bridge Canyon Dam Site



H.B. Allen & Norma Lou  Allen at Rim 
Canyon, near Black Canyon



Al Preston Mechanic
with portable shop, 12/31/1930.



Construction Begins
1934Early 1930’s



CRA Press Release



Construction Continues

Whitsett Intake at the Colorado River, 

1938-1939



Construction Completed

1939

Southern California residents turn on the 

taps and receive Colorado River Water



Colorado River Aqueduct  
Map & Profile



Eugene Davis Oral History



San Jacinto Tunnel


